The Newsletter of

Spring 2018

HARLOW
CIVIC SOCIETY
This newsletter contains updates on some of our major concerns, including the
Local Plan, with John Curry’s account of the latest meeting regarding the
Gilston Garden City developments, the report of our AGM at the Museum in
January, thoughts about the future of HADA award ceremonies, a brief note of
our talk and events programme and news of buildings going up and coming
down. We hope you enjoy it.

The Local Plan –
Highlights from the discussion between Council
officers and HCS
Harlow Town planners met members of HCS’s committee in December 2017
to discuss the Local Plan primarily, as well as other matters. The following is a
digest of the proceedings:
1. In response to queries about the development principles to be followed
by the Garden Town developers, the officers stated that the Gibberd
principles will be adhered to. There will be seven separate settlements
(‘suburbs’), with overall control by the Garden Town Board, consisting of
council officers from Epping, Herts and Harlow. Claire Hamilton is the
newly appointed Director of the Garden Town Consortium.
2. Links with Harlow North: Graham Bloomer informed the committee that
there are separate consultations, eg CISTRA, looking at transport
corridors and linkage with Harlow. The potential width of the A414 will
be looked at, and there will be dedicated bus routes across the Stort to
Gilston Park, the seven neighbourhoods and Epping. John Curry
stressed the need to induce the public to use public transport. There will
also be an East/West route. Graham Bloomer said that a North/South
sustainable corridor will be established before building begins.
3. Rye Hill Ridge: In answer to a query officers said that Epping would be
unlikely to want any development on the Ridge from Harlow.
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4. Design Infrastructure: Stan Newens re-emphasised the value of green
wedges in the new development, especially with regard to schools,
health centres etc. in Harlow North. Paul McBride said that the principles
of green wedges will be adhered to. Harlow Council and East Herts
Council will have the last word on design in the seven neighbourhoods.
Stan Newens said that HCS will support and encourage HDC officers in
their commitment to the Plan.
5. Consultation period: The Plan is being considered for the third time and
will subsequently be approved by the Council for Regulation 19
consultation.
6. Town Centre Redevelopment: Graham Bloomer explained the Council’s
impotence regarding the Town Centre, which is 80% privately owned.
The Government takes three times as much revenue from Harlow as it
puts back. Therefore, HDC can only try to attract private investors by
improving the area. Such proposals included the improvement of Market
Square with gazebos etc, and a discussion of the old cinema site with
Mo Ghadami. HCS told the officers that we object to the application to
extend the Rows vertically by two storeys. We agreed to the proposed
demolition of the old Bonanza Bar.
7. Stan Newens raised the conversion of former industrial sites for
residential use, with consequent lack of infrastructure etc. Jane Greer
said that this is a national problem with no specific solution at the
moment.
8. New Hospital site: There is no indication of a proposed new site as yet.
This will be decided by the Treasury, the Department of Health and PAH.
Epping would prefer a site near Junction 7a, Harlow Council would prefer
GilstonPark. The present site would be sold for private housing.
We hope this information will be useful to our members.
Barbara Burge

HADA 2017 A successful event, but what does the
future hold?
Firstly, a reminder that the winners of the 2017 Harlow Architectural Design
Awards were:
Non-Residential category: Harlow Rugby Club
Residential:
54 Old Road

PAGE 2 – Spring 2018

Harlow Civic Society committee discussed the event at our November meeting.
It was generally agreed to have been a successful and enjoyable occasion,
although several of those expected to arrive, including Councillors, did not.
Tony Evans as MC, and the speaker, Glen O’Hara, were congratulated.

Presentation of the non-residential award by Professor Glen O’Hara
However, we thought we should re-evaluate the annual event in the light of the
expense involved and the low turn-out. The total cost was £1200. There was
discussion about the frequency of the Awards presentation. It is quite possible
that no new architecture of significance in Harlow would be built in some years.
Decisions about this would have to be based on nominations received from the
public. John Curry agreed to put this view to the HADA panel.
At a subsequent meeting of HADA panel members it was proposed that the
cost of this year’s Award Ceremony should be trimmed to £885, with HADA
contributing £385 and HCS £500. At the recent committee meeting a
breakdown of our financial situation showed that HCS funds available for the
awards event would be £250 for the current year. John Curry will attend the
next HADA meeting in May to put our situation to the panel. What do
members think? Would a simpler event held only when significant entries
warrant it be a better use of CS funds? Please send your views to Barbara
Burge (b_a_burge@yahoo.co.uk) .
Barbara Burge
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Harlow and Gilston Garden Town
The starter’s gun has been fired. The three district authorities involved –
Epping, East Hertfordshire and Harlow – have been in joint discussion for some
time, but as of now it is formal. A major new development is launched.

Aerial View of how Gilston Park might look as proposed by Places for People
To mark this condition a workshop was organised in Harlow Civic Centre on
Monday 4 December 2017; it was entitled Harlow and Gilston Garden Town –
Spatial Vision and Design Charter, Test & Review Workshop, and was jointly
hosted by Harlow District Council and Allies & Morrison, the well-reputed Town
Planning & Architectural practice. Participants were an invited group from the
three District Councils, plus Essex and Hertfordshire County Councils, and
representatives of other affected groups such as Chambers of Commerce,
health service providers and Harlow Civic Society. We were represented by
John Curry.
Presentations by a representative of Harlow Council and Allies & Morrison set
the tone. On the face of it, it all seems in line with what we would hope for when
designing a new town for the 21st century:
§ Going back to Ebenezer Howard principles, and those of the Town &
Country Planning Association, by capturing land value;
§ Long term stewardship of the built and green environment;
§ Lots of talk about building on Harlow’s tradition of contemporary design,
creativity and public art – the city of Nantes was quoted as an example
of a place that has reinvented itself as a contemporary art centre, and
has de-industrialised;
§ Preserving and enhancing Gibberd’s original vision for Harlow and
recognising where to diverge from that vision.
All the expected headings were up for discussion amongst workshop
participants:
§ Placemaking and Homes.
§ Landscape and Green Infrastructure.
§ Sustainable Transport, Health and Wellbeing.
§ Economy and Regeneration.
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Workshops, being what they are – a place where those participants with the
loudest voices tend to make the running – it was no surprise to discover that
there was little appetite for change in district and county boundaries; so,
whatever happens in respect of expansion it will still be administered by two
counties and 3 district councils. There will be some sort of development board
on which all of the above will be represented. Surely, a recipe for not getting
much done.
So, with all the comments from the workshop participants to consider, the
consultants went away to produce their report to the commissioners. We look
forward to its findings and recommendations.
A week or so after the workshop, some members of the Society’s committee
met with officers of Harlow’s Planning & Regeneration team. Our meeting was
essentially about Harlow and its Local Plan. We made all the usual noises
about:
•
•
•

Adherence to the Gibberd principles for any new development.
The sanctity of the Rye Hill Ridge.
Potential relocation of Princess Alexandra Hospital.

With regards to PAH we understand that there are three options being actively
considered.
1. Rebuild and expand on the existing site;
2. A new site near the proposed Junction 7A on the M11;
3. A new site adjacent to the proposed Gilston expansion.
Option 1 is the least likely candidate as the site would have great value for
future residential development. Option 2 is preferred by Epping Forest DC; it’s
in their district. Option 3 offers the best solution. It comes with the optional addon of a medical research campus; which is in line with the London – Stansted
– Cambridge expansion vision. It also gives credibility to the much-needed
Northern Link of the A414 from Eastwick to J7A.
With reference to Harlow &Gilston Garden Town, we were told that a master
planner would be appointed soon, to take up the post early in 2018. Since when
Claire Hamilton has taken on the job and spends her time between Epping,
Harlow and East Herts. We have not yet had the opportunity of meeting her.
John Curry
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Old venue, new ideas
In spite of the absence of its Guest Speaker, John McBride, Council Planning
Policy Manager, due to illness, the 19th AGM of Harlow Civic Society proved to
be a popular and lively event, buzzing with ideas on the future of Harlow.
Chair Stan Newens introduced the discussion, making clear the necessity of
sticking to Gibberd’s principles in the development of the Gilston Garden Town.
The earliest AGMs of HCS took place in the Museum and this was an
auspicious homecoming. Topics covered by the capacity crowd (including five
councillors and one newly retired councillor) ranged from the location of the
projected new hospital to the shabby appearance of the town, especially the
north Town Centre, embarrassing when showing round parties of visitors.
Essex County Council is of course responsible for much of this, specifically
roads, footpaths and lighting. HDC have little say on developments in the Town
Centre, the future of which is controlled by landowners and developers. The
council has commissioned a report on this problem, now being considered.

Harlow Museum
The conversion of industrial premises into residential accommodation was
another subject arousing criticism, converted as they often are with no thought
of infrastructure or services.
The Secretary, Isobel Urquhart, reminded members of actions taken over the
past year, from protesting about Junction 7A to support for Public Health
England, meetings with Malcolm Morley, councillors and planning officers.
The AGM confirmed that Harlow Civic Society is in good heart, ready to face
the challenges of the New Year.
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Watch them go up – and come down
Work on various sites and projects continues apace in Harlow. The Nationwide
Bank in Westgate disappeared overnight – I had to ask for its whereabouts in
a charity shop. It is now taking up part of the enormous space previously known
as Marks and Spencer’s. As John Curry has noted elsewhere Terminus House
is being replaced by flats. The plans for the Churchgate Hotel seem to be going
ahead, with more housing on the site, presumably surrounding the original
listed building. Road works leading up to the proposed Junction 7A continue –
the A414 being partially closed recently, and ground has been broken on the
Gilden Way site at last, just before the deadline for development ran out.
One demolition has caused particular notice - a year after its closure The
Square was razed to the ground in February. Who knows when the expected
new flats will go up? Meanwhile The Square management have relocated many
of their activities to Burnt Mill School.

Goodbye to The Square
The town would be almost unrecognisable to anyone returning after a ten-year
absence. Who is to say if this is the sort of town we wanted? Many of the
changes forecast in the Local Plan will be welcome, but it seems to some of us
that the overwhelming emphasis on new housing is not necessarily welcome.
Let us know what you think.
Barbara Burge
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Walk and Talks – 2018 programme
Once again, the Society has initiated its summer programme of walks and
talks. This year our schedule starts on Thursday 26th April with a talk by
Sharon Davies – the new Head at the Museum of Harlow. This will look at
Harlow Museum – where we are now and plans for its future. All her team will
speak in turn on their different roles in the Museum. At 6-30 Jon, the
gardener, will lead a tour of the gardens (weather permitting)
Then, on 24th May there will be a talk entitled ‘Harlow and the First World War’.
This will be delivered by Nich Taylor and John Bawden. They have been the
stalwarts of Harlow Council’s Working Group in organising the commemoration
of the centenary of WW1 these past 4 years.

The War Memorial at Netteswell Cross
Both talks will be at the Museum and both will start at 7.30pm.
Our walk this year has a familiar theme in that we will be using Alastair Howe’s
pamphlet – Hidden Harlow – as the basis for the route. Although the detailed
route is still to be finalised, we have a new area to discover. We also have a
slightly different pattern to the event in that we will start (and finish) our walk at
the Herts & Essex Community Farm at Fold Croft, where we will be given a brief
talk about the work of the farm before setting off on our walk. We will take in
most of the following features: Fold Croft – Oak Wood – Spring Hills Tower –
‘Iceni’ Upper Park – St Thomas More church and the ‘spies bench’, finishing
back at Fold Croft. The walk will take place on 21st June, starting at 6.00pm.
John Curry
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70x70: Making Conversation Matter
The large photographic exhibition that took up most of the ground floor space
in the Harvey Centre recently was the work of Chris Haddon, a well-known
photographer, who assembled 70 of his pictures of local residents for the show,
with their own comments on the town's 70th birthday. One of them was our Vice
Chair, John Curry. Those pictured were each sent a book containing all the
words and pictures. The show was supported by Harlow District Council and
seems to us one of the better ways of commemorating the Town's history.

‘Gilden Park’ Development
Many of you will be aware that the development, dubbed ‘Gilden Park’, has
started on the land north of Gilden Way. You will also be aware of the traffic
disruption that inconsiderate parking by deliveries to the site and ill-timed street
cleaning has caused. One of our committee, Sharon Davies, has been in
contact with the developers and they have agreed to start cleaning outside peak
hours and to organise site deliveries ‘just in time’ (as they should have) to
minimise the impact on Gilden Way traffic. Do let us know of any lapses in
minimising disruption by the developers.

Public Health England Site Visit
We have been invited to a private visit to the new PHE campus at the former
GSK site. The invitation will be limited to 25 members. The visit will take place
on June 8th at 2pm. If you would like the opportunity of visiting this amazing new
addition to our town, please reply by email to harlowcivicsociety@gmail.com.
Full details on where to meet etc will be sent to members in due course. Our
relationship with PHE staff has been very good to date. They have told us that
our opinions are well regarded. A good turn out on the day would help to
reinforce our status.
John Curry
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Harlow Civic Society is Online
The Civic Society is on Facebook and Twitter.
Please like us on Facebook at:

https://www.facebook.com/HarlowCivicSociety

and follow us on Twitter:

https://www.twitter.com/@HarlowCivicSoc

Harlow Civic Society Committee
Stan Newens – Chair: 420108
John Curry – Vice-Chair: 425214
Tony Evans – Treasurer: 414015
Isobel Urquhart – Secretary
Barbara Burge – Press: 427244.
All contributions to the Newsletter to Barbara Burge
(b_a_burge@yahoo.co.uk)
Harlow Civic Society welcomes new members. For information about
joining contact the Treasurer or email harlowcivicsociety@gmail.com
If you are reading the edited version of this on paper, why not send us
your email address to get the full version, and help us keep our costs
down
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