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HCS and our Members 
 
Harlow Civic Society will not be holding any committee meetings in the 
foreseeable future and will not engage in any public activity. We are keen to 
keep in touch with everyone and would be pleased to hear from you regarding 
current news items, problems, etc.  See contact details at the end of the 
newsletter. 
 
A glimpse of the future:  
Andrew Bramidge at the HCS AGM 
 
Our AGM took place at the Museum on 7th January 2020 - a dark and dreary 
night, which didn’t deter a large crowd crammed into a small space.  After 
reports from Isobel, John and Tony, Andrew Bramidge enlightened us about 
the future shape of Harlow. 

 
Local Plan Pre-Submission Policies Map 

 
Using projections of maps Andrew outlined where new developments would be 
sited, including the new hospital, close to the new M11 Junction at Pincey 
Brook. In collaboration with the Gilston Garden Town planners there will be a 
broad East/West highway through the centre of Harlow, crossing the river into 
Gilston and featuring trams and buses to and from the Pinnacles via the Town 
Centre.  The new development will cater for a population of 150,000, and there 
will be jobs, housing, and retail and leisure opportunities.  Andrew also said that 
there will be more Council housing, though at present there are only 243 new 
builds.  550 houses will exist on the Princess Alexandra site, and seven small 
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sites have been removed from the latest plan. A new feature will be the 
introduction of ‘Green Fingers’ - pathways linking adjacent new build sites with 
older areas of the town. There have been no Council objections to the Gilston 
development., all have signed up to the Garden Town principles    
 
Answering questions following his talk Andrew told us that the Council has 
managed to stop an office conversion into flats at the Pinnacles by using Article 
4. This is the first time that the Council has been able to prevent such a 
conversion.  More than 1000 people have been dumped on Harlow, causing 
great distress to Harlow residents and themselves suffering from being parked 
in unsuitable premises in areas with no local amenities or transport. Hopefully 
this policy will not continue for long.   
 
On the future of Occasio House he said that the cladding of the building was 
not compliant with standards, and its future is being discussed by the owners 
and the Council. 
 
Andrew was also asked about how much control HDC have over developments 
with Epping and East Herts. He restated that all parties have signed up to the 
joint scheme. 
 
Members appreciated Andrew’s clearly explained presentation and analysis of 
Harlow’s destiny.  
 
The meeting closed with Tony Evans signing up new members and old for the 
coming year’s membership. A welcome sign of trust in our future.  
 
Barbara Burge 
 
Local Plan Update 
 
Andrew Bramidge also gave an update on the Local Plan process at our AGM. 
 
The inspector has now published his report from the examination undertaken 
in March/April 2019. He found the plan to be legally compliant and the strategy 
and vision to be sound. He said that the policies for protecting green spaces 
should be strengthened and he recommended that some sites should not be 
developed for housing, reducing the number within the Harlow District 
Boundary on smaller sites from 1032 to 834. This is in line with the views of the 
Civic Society, 
 
Consultations on the modifications to the plan run from 12 March to 31 May 
2020, the final report following this in June, and adoption of the plan aimed for 
July 2020, though this may be delayed in the current situation. 
 
You can find further details of the modifications and make comments on the 
Council’s consultation portal here: 
https://harlow.oc2.uk 
 
Tony Evans 
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Old and new plaques 
 
At our January committee meeting we agreed that our new project will be a 
plaque commemorating the Alberni Quartet, which was founded in the early 
days of the New Town and funded by HDC. From small beginnings – rehearsing 
in a launderette - the group became world famous. Two of its first members are 
still alive, and all four members went on to prestigious musical careers.  We 
hope the plaque, featuring the four names with a short explanation, will be 
affixed to the ARC when ready, where the Quartet often played. We hope to 
have a celebration at the time of the unveiling, with, perhaps, a special concert.  
 
We are also nearing the unveiling of a blue plaque celebrating the life and work 
of Ron Bill, which will be mounted on a wall at the Museum. Details to all 
members when the date is fixed. 
 
90 not out 
 
Followers of Your Harlow will have seen the 
coverage of Stan Newens’s 90th birthday.  
Stan has been our Chair since Harlow Civic 
Society was founded and still presides at our 
committee meetings, as well as being involved 
in all aspects of HCS activities. We 
congratulate him and raise a (non-alcoholic) 
glass, Cheers Stan! 
 
 
 

Stan celebrates his birthday – from YourHarlow.com 
 

Portcullis House Westminster was the setting for a reception in honour of Stan 
on Wednesday 26th of February.  Jeremy Corbyn hosted the event and made 
a speech in which he congratulated Stan on his ninetieth birthday and praised 
his 70-year commitment to the Labour Party. He said that in his work in the 
British and European Parliaments, in Liberation and the Cooperative 
movement, Stan had been an inspiration. 
Stan, in reply, surrounded by family and friends , not only from Harlow but all 
over London, spoke of his early political involvement when he worked in the 
mines and his subsequent career in the Co-operative movement as  Chair of 
the London Co-operative society; as Harlow’s MP and as MEP for London 
Central.  
He spoke of his involvement with Liberation and association with international 
affairs.  It was for me particularly interesting as I was able to tell Stan that the 
first time I met him must have been in 1961 or 2 when he came to speak at a 
meeting in Dagenham for an organisation called Victory for Socialism. Stan has 
kept his vision and struggled for it all his life.  
 
 It was a real celebratory evening, much deserved.  
 
Pat Larkin 
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Walks, talks and other events 
 
The events we plan to hold are outlined below. At the time of writing we are in 
the Coronavirus ‘lockdown’ and we don’t know when we will be able to hold 
them. Further information will be sent out in due course. 
 
As part of the Society’s programme of Walks & Talks for 2020 I plan for a return 
visit to Newhall. Matthew Byatt of Project Newhall has agreed to take us on a 
walk round the development. This will bring us up to date with progress since 
our last visit in 2015, when Matthew guided us around the area on a lovely 
summer’s evening. Date to be confirmed. 
 
I can’t guarantee the weather, but I’m certain the event will be rewarding. In 
addition to the Newhall element of the visit it is my intention to cross London 
Road to see the new buildings at the developing Science Park. This will include 
Harlow’s newest sculpture – Two Fold – by Nick Hornby. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fusion Newhall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I’m currently working on a walk for August. This will be in Harlow Town Park, 
meeting in the Greyhound car park in School Lane. There is a charge for 
parking here for stays exceeding 1hour. My intention is to walk via School Lane 
and the unique(?) zig zag footbridge in order to explore less-visited parts of the 
park, including the former site of Parndon Hall. It could be up to 3 miles, the 
main climb being that of the bridge! Details to follow. 
 
Between the Walks there will be a Talk. This will be given by our secretary 
Isobel Urquhart and will take place in the Museum, currently planned for July, 
but subject to change. The title of the talk has yet to be finalised. However, 
Isobel says that the talk will be about environmental matters and how they 
pertain to Harlow. This is likely to provoke lively discussion. So, be there and 
have your say! 
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Finally, work continues apace in a number of areas that will have lasting effects 
on our town: 
 
Town Centre Area Action Plan – this document is close to being finalised and 
put out for consultation. If adopted as originally conceived this could make 
major differences to the town centre, especially in the way we get about the 
area. 
 
Harlow & Gilston Garden Town – A series of consultations have taken place 
recently at which the public were asked for their views of the proposed transport 
links in and across the so-called Garden Town. There will more opportunities 
for comment as plans are developed. 
 
John Curry 
 
Harlow Museum  2020 
Captivating Curiosities  
 
Why is Harlow Museum & Walled Gardens here? 
 
For our residents and school children, ‘Thank you for letting us look at the bikes 
and dress up’, Isla from F&B, as well as families, communities and researchers 
to learn, be intrigued and explore the key collections: 
 
‘Staying at The Green Man Hotel.. fascinating history here, well done for 
keeping the history alive ‘ Visitors’ book Oct 19. 
 
The Museum is here to care for our heritage, paper archives, photographs, 
Medieval to modern objects, maps 1847 to 2020, architectural drawings and 
newspapers from1950s -2019. Also, to preserve and present the unique historic 
17th Century Walled Gardens with sculptures. 
 
’Peaceful and informative very friendly staff.’ Trip Advisor 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Metropolitan Ware at the museum 
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For the past 70 years, and more recently, 
development for housing means 
important excavations have recovered a 
rich collection of finds from the Roman 
Temple, our ancient monumental site, 
that inform us of a life lived thousands of 
years ago. These include metal (Saxon 
and Roman), pottery (Metropolitan Ware, 
Roman) see image above, and social 
domestic objects (Roman, Tudor). 
 
The collections include John Collins’ 
Cycles (around 67) from Old Harlow with 
5-Penny Farthings, and the unique 
Dunlop commissioned sculptures (50), 
image below. We have a rare collection 
of cycles that boasts a Hobby Horse, 1 of 
12 in the UK, and attracts visitors from 
around the country. A local ride led by 
Hub and Spoke is a regular Saturday 
event starting at the Museum. 
 
‘Excellent display of vintage bikes of all types, beautiful gardens, 
knowledgeable and helpful staff. Well worth a visit’ Trip advisor Nov 19. 
 
Gifts from emergent Harlow communities include incredible personal items like 
textiles (some Victorian), domestic utensils and the recently displayed 
prosthetic limbs that belonged to WJ Witt who managed a market stall in 
Harlow, image below.    

 

 
There is a mini exhibition programme that the volunteers choose from ‘OUT OF 
THE ARCHIVES’ and a plan for exhibitions that link with national events like 
International Women’s Day and the Tour of Britain cycle event. 
 
“Recommend this place for adults & Children”  Trip Advisor 2019 
 
We have a group of enthusiastic volunteers who are committed to the gardens 
and archives. They help visitors navigate the story of Harlow as well as uncover 
history through photographs, articles and maps, they encourage visitors to 
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enjoy the beautiful gardens with sculptures. We welcome new volunteers to the 
team who can give a few hours a month. 

 
‘Fabulous. Well laid out and got the information I wanted instead of random 
mumbo Jumbo. Will now look at Harlow in a different light! 10/10’. Visitors’ 
book 2020. Bishops Stortford. 
 
During the Coronavirus lockdown we are unfortunately closed. Please see the 
Council website for the latest information: 
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/parks-and-culture/harlow-museum 
 
We are normally open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9.30 – 3.30pm and 
Saturday 11-3.30pm  
Telephone: 01279 446222  
Facebook: Harlow Museum 
 
Corrina Dunlea 
 
 
Harlow Architectural Design Awards 
 
We are now in our fifth year of the Awards, which are currently being planned. 
 
We are very pleased that we have a new annual sponsor, the Harlow and 
Gilston Garden Town Partnership. So the full list of sponsors is now: 
 
Launch Sponsor:  Places for People 
Annual Sponsors:  Architecture and Design Services 
   Proud of Harlow 
   Harlow and Gilston Garden Town Partnership 
 
We are very grateful for their support. 
 
The winners of the 2019 awards were announced were announced at a 
presentation event at Harlow Rugby Club on 13th October 2019.  

Attendees included the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Council, Councillors, 
Architects and Owners of the nominated buildings, Civic Society members and 
local residents. 
 
Paul McLintic talked passionately about why the Awards were set-up to 
encourage high quality design for buildings in their settings and to engage 
residents in promoting high quality developments. Mary Parsons, Chair of the 
TCPA and Group Executive Director – Placemaking & Regeneration for Places 
for People (launch sponsor of the Awards) gave an excellent presentation on 
the history and development of Garden Towns highlighting that the Garden City 
Principles are part of the vision for the new developments under the Harlow and 
Gilston Garden Town. 
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Mark Cotton, member of the awards panel and Director of Architecture and 
Design Services, an awards sponsor, outlined the panel’s deliberations and 
complimented all the nominees on the quality of the candidates. 
 
The architects/designers of the winners were presented with trophies by Stan 
Newens, Chair of the Civic Society.  

 
 
 
2019 Residential Winner 
3, 4 & 5 Quiet Lane, Newhall 

 
 

 
 
 
 
2019 Non-Residential Winner 
Lister House 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2019 Environmental Winner 
Oakwood Pond 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can see full details of all latest and past winners on the dedicated Awards 
website here: 
https://www.harlowarchitecturaldesignawards.org.uk/winners/ 

Tony Evans 
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Context Journal Article – Harlow and its Civic Society 
 
Last August, we were invited by Dr Rebecca Madgin, Professor of Urban 
Studies, University of Glasgow, to contribute an article for Context, the journal 
of the Institute of Historical Building Conservation. This was for an edition 
on New Town heritage, the aim which was to promote a rethink of the heritage 
of New Towns and how they develop. They wanted a piece on Harlow and in 
particular the role of the Civic Society in defending heritage in planning 
decisions and our Architecture and Design awards. 

 
We produced an article that sets out the development of Harlow’s design, from 
the Master Plan to the current proposals, and includes Harlow’s prestige as the 
foremost example of new towns’ commitment to public sculpture and the 
development of the Harlow Architectural Design Awards.     
 
The article was published in the November edition of the Context journal under 
the title ‘Harlow and its Civic Society’. 
 
The theme of this edition is ‘Learning from new towns’ and includes articles on 
New Towns in Germany, the former Czechoslovakia, France, New Town 
Heritage, new Garden Towns, the Milton Keynes Heritage Register, as well as 
our piece on Harlow. 
 
Here is a link to the Harlow article: 
https://ihbconline.co.uk/context/162/28/ 
 
From this link you can access the whole of the November edition of Context. 
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Harlow Civic Society is Online 
 

We are at: 
http://www.harlowcivicsociety.org.uk 

 
Please like us on Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/HarlowCivicSociety 
 

and follow us on Twitter: 
https://www.twitter.com/HarlowCivicSoc 

 
Harlow Civic Society Committee 

Stan Newens – Chair 
John Curry – Vice-Chair 
Tony Evans – Treasurer 

Isobel Urquhart – Secretary 
Barbara Burge – Press 

 
All contributions to the Newsletter to Barbara Burge, b_a_burge@yahoo.co.uk  

 
Harlow Civic Society welcomes new members. For information about joining 

contact the Treasurer by email at harlowcivicsociety@gmail.com 
or use the contact form on our web site. 


